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“.. The rest will keep on shining”

Those who have been ransomed by the Lord
will return. They will enter Jerusalem
singing, crowned with everlasting joy.
Sorrow and mourning will disappear, and
they will be filled with joy and gladness”.

Is. 35:10

I have a love-hate relationship with my
Christmas lights. I love them when they
work. I hate them when they don't.
Sometimes a single bulb goes dark;
sometimes it's a section; sometimes it's the
whole string. Often they are all working
when you put them on the Christmas tree or
on the roof. But then you look up to admire
them and you see some of them are unlit.

Some bulbs have one huge drawback - the
electric current has to run through each and
every bulb or it wouldn't run through any of
them. So if one bulb goes out, they all go
out ...

I think sometimes our joy at Christmas
seems like that. We try to have a perfect
Christmas with everything going flawlessly.
But if one part goes wrong, it steals our joy
away and leaves us in darkness.

Thankfully, vast improvements in miniature
bulb strings have been made since we
arrived in Canada. Now, when a bulb burns
out, the rest will keep shining! Odds are
this Christmas won't find everything perfect
in your life:

You may have good health and a good job,
but are struggling with relationship
problems. Your family may get along fine,
but you're having troubles making ends
meet. It might be everything else is good,
but this is the first Christmas since a loved
one passed away, and it just doesn't feel
like Christmas without him or her.

It's often hard to keep one problem from

dampening our joy and thankfulness.

It's hard, that is, until you stop and think about
the first Christmas:

Joseph and Mary found themselves in a real
tough spot. They've travelled from afar, found
themselves in a foreign town and there was
nowhere for them to lodge except in a stable.
On top of that, their baby was due to be born
any moment. And when he was born, they had
to wrap Jesus in strips of cloth and lay Him in a
feeding trough. But none of this diminished the
joy of that first Christmas! Joy still shone
through their less than perfect situation. Why?
Because the Son of God, the Saviour of the
world, was here!

From that first Christmas onward, Jesus Christ
shares our joys, our challenges and our
sufferings in a brand new way. And when some
“bulbs burn out” in our lives, we can keep on
shining. Why? Because our Saviour is here, and
He is the one who keeps us glowing with
thankfulness, joy and gladness under all
circumstances.

I believe that the joy of those who witnessed
His birth shone most clearly when they were
filled with “astonishment”, “joy”, “glorifying and
praising God”, and they “bowed down and
worshiped Him”.

Come and join us worshipping Christ Jesus
during Advent and Christmas, and celebrate His
life, death and resurrection during Communion

on January 8, 2012.

Merry and blessed Christmas to you!
Garfield Havemann. Minister

CHEDOKE NEWS Page
Minister’'s message 1
Children’s Christmas Eve invitation 2
Youth & Young Adults report 2

January & February 2012 calendar 4

Chedoke ~Leading people into a growing relationship with Christ ~




ChedOke News Growing in our Relationship with Christ Page 2
“WHAT THE ANIMALS MIGHT HAVE SAID”

. A Christmas Eve Service for Children Nl

\(\ 7 Christmas Eve, December 24th \*2‘“\’"

4:30—5:00 p.m.

Christmas is the special time of year that we remember the birth of Jesus Christ. Jesus was born in very
unusual circumstances because Bethlehem was very crowded at that time and everyone’s house was full.

As a result, Jesus was born in a place where animals slept, and his crib to sleep was
a manger or a feeding trough that animals eat from.

Of course, we know that animals don‘t talk or think the way that we do, but for a
few moments, we're going to use our imaginations and pretend what the

animals might have said when Jesus was born. We're going back to the first
Christmas, when Jesus was born, and we invite you to listen to the animals. We'll N

be watching them as they watched what happened.
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This service is especially for children and families, however, we have found that those who are no longer
children (but children still at heart) come and enjoy this special service. So everyone is welcome!

YOUTH & YOUNG ADULTS

Over the fall we have taken some exciting steps
inviting and engaging Senior Youth group members
in planning and contributing to the leadership of
their peers in Youth Group. This has provided peer
leaders for both Junior Youth and Senior Youth and
continues to be an opportunity for Youth to
contribute and flex their leadership muscles.

So the Word became human and made his
home among us. ~ John 1:14

As Christmas approaches we have been
talking about missions: Jesus coming to earth as a
human being to show us who God is and how God
also wants to use us in our various social circles to

show people who God is through our faith and lives.

We have been able to explore this in our daily
interactions with others and through things like the
Salvation Army Family Sponsorship. We were also
able to visit some “"Move In” missionaries in
downtown Hamilton, who challenged us all to pray
for opportunities to get to know and serve our
neighbours and share the message of Christ.

We want to thank the
congregation for your generous
support of the Salvation Army
Family Sponsorship.
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ALPHA 2 2

Our latest ALPHA course has just -y /,f“
finished and here are some E; ‘
comments .... —_—=

I began ALPHA without expectations and only a
week or so into the program I was amazed at
what I had learned. I am still trying to manage
the powerful emotions that come over me when I
think that Jesus Christ gave his life for *“me”! He
is my Lord and Saviour. Carla

ALPHA ... a great place to make new friends, to
share a delicious meal, to grow in faith of our
Lord, and a time to discuss questions about our
understanding of the Bible. “"ALPHA” .. A lot of
people have answers. Lynda.

This is my fourth alpha experience and I still
found it to be very rewarding and time well
spent. I discovered new insights, got to know yet
another very interesting group of people and
made new friends. It was a wonderful and safe
way to discuss our relationship with God and to
find that we are not alone in our moments of
questioning, seeking and working things through.
I intend to go for the next alpha training and
recommend it to all, new and old Christians.
Suzette

Hear more testimonies about
people’s experience of Alpha and
how it impacted their lives and faith,
during our worship services this month.
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Christmas Events @ Chedoke
-5

Worship with our children from KidsROC
participating in the service. The Children
will be presenting a Christmas Play entitled
“Star Light —Star Bright”

Sun., Dec. 11th @ 7 pm
Christmas @ Chedoke featuring The
Wellington Square Hand Bell Choir, our
bands, choir & carol singing. Refreshments

g to follow.
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Sat., Dec. 24th @ 4:30 pm
Children’s Christmas Eve Service —
‘What The Animals Might Have Said’

Sat., Dec. 24th, @ 7 pm

Candlelight Christmas Eve Service.

Sun., Dec. 25th @ 11 am
Worship & Communion.

Sun., Jan. 1st, @ 11 am
Worship.
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Sun., Jan. 8th, 9:31 & 11 am
Worship with Rev. Dr.
Garfield Havemann preaching.

We will be celebrating the Sacrament of Holy

Communion at both services.

The Session of Chedoke Presbyterian
Church has designated the special Christmas
offering envelope in your set of offering
envelopes to go towards the work of
Chedoke Presbyterian Church.
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Sun., Dec. 11th @ 10 am N

MINISTRY TEAMS @ CHEDOKE

DISCIPLESHIP TEAM
Team Leader:
Contact: discipleship@chedokechurch.ca

FELLOWSHIP TEAM
Team Leader: Cathy McNabb
Contact: fellowship@chedokechurch.ca

WORSHIP DESIGN TEAM
Team leaders: Tracy Moeller & Ernestina Opoku
Contact: worshipdesighn@chedokechurch.ca

SHEPHERDING TEAM
Team Leader:
Contact: shepherding@chedokechurch.ca

MISSION AND OUTREACH TEAM
Team Leader: Suzette Salama
Contact: missions@chedokechurch.ca

VISION TEAM
Team leader: Lynda Pollock
Contact: visionteam@chedokechurch.ca

COMMUNICATIONS TEAM
Team Leader: Pam Sharp
Contact: office@chedokechurch.ca

YOUTH & YOUNG ADULTS TEAM
Team Leaders: Tracy Moeller

Youth Coordinator: Greg Rushton
Contact: youth@chedokechurch.ca

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Team Leader: Steve Baldry
Contact: sbaldry@chedokechurch.ca

STEWARDSHIP TEAM
Team Leader: Ed Fothergill
Contact: stewardship@chedokechurch.ca

MANAGEMENT TEAM
Team Leader: Mike Mills
Contact: managers@chedokechurch.ca
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